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(9/10/15)

LANGUAGE & SEMIOTICS 

Required Readings: 
* Forty, A. “Intro.” and “Language Metaphors,” in Words & Buildings (2000)

pp.10-16, 63-85. 

Harries, K. “The Language Problem,” in The Ethical Function of
Architecture (1997) pp.84-96. 

Markus, T. & D. Cameron, “Why Language Matters?,” The Words
Between the Spaces: Buildings and Language (2002) 1-17 

Broadbent, G. “A Plain Man’s Guide to the Theory of Signs in
Architecture,” Arch’l Design 47:7-8 (1978): 474-482; also in Nesbitt,
ed. Theorizing a New Agenda (1996). 

Suggested Readings:
Collins, P. “The Linguistic Analogy” in Changing Ideals in Modern

Architecture (1965) pp.173-184

Jencks, C. “Modes of Architectural Communication,” in Language of
Postmodern Architecture (1977) skim p.39-59, read pp.60-85

Colquhoun, A. “Historicism and the Limits of Semiology,” Op.Cit. (1972);
also in Colquhoun, Essays in Arch’l Criticism (1981); and in Classic
Readings in Architecture (1999) pp.120-131

Broadbent, “Architects and Their Symbols,” Built Environment (1980); also
in Classic Readings in Architecture pp.96-120

Alofsin, A. “Intro.: Issues of Architecture, Language, and Identity,” in When
Buildings Speak. Architecture as Language in the Habsburg Empire...
(2006) pp.1-15

Gandelsonas, M. “From Structure to Subject: The Formation of Arch’l
Language,” Oppositions 17 (1979); also in Oppositions Reader (1998)
pp.200-223 (On Eisenman)

Venturi, Scott Brown, Architecture as Signs and Systems: for a Mannerist
Time (2004) pp.7-40. 

Other Readings:
Eisenman, P. “Architecture as a Second Language: the Texts of Between,”

Threshold 4 (1988)
Scruton, R. “Language and Architecture,” The Aesthetics of Architecture

(1979) pp.158-178
Zevi, B. “Introduction: Speaking Architecture,” The Modern Language of

Architecture (1978) pp.3-6
Pallasmaa, J. “The Two Languages of Architecture” (1980), in Encounters

ed. P. Mackeith (2005) pp.24-45.
Kepes, G. Language of Vision (1944) pp.8-16, 66-68
Eco, “Function and Sign: Semiotics of Architecture,” in Via 2 (1973); also

in Rethinking Architecture ed. N. Leach (1997)
Norberg-Schulz, “Kahn, Heidegger & the Language of Architecture,”

Oppositions 18 (1979): 28-47
Broadbent, G., R. Bunt et al.  Signs, Symbols, and Architecture (1980)
Meunier, J. ed., Language in Architecture ACSA Proceedings (1980)
Preziozi, D. Architecture, Language and Meaning: the Origins of the Built

World and its Semiotic Organization (1979)
Mitrovic, B. Excerpt from “Philosophes and Philosophers” in Philosophy

for Architects (2011) pp.142-153 (on Saussure)




